Market Report
May 2022
Each month at idc we aim to provide information on the fresh produce sector across the United Kingdom, Europe,
and the world; we aim to advise you, and your chefs of market changes, product changes and seasonal trends to
ensure you can make informed choices in line with your menus and budgetary requirements.
We all remain aware of the terrible situation in Ukraine and our thoughts are with everyone affected by the
continuing tragedy.
Unfortunately, the impact on global food prices due to the war is acute, with prices striking a new high, soaring at
the fastest monthly rate in 14 years after the war hit the supply of grains and vegetable oils. Month-on-month record
highs don’t offer much in the way of hopes for a swift reduction in food pricing, though we continue to work closely
with all our suppliers to mitigate the impact of these as much as possible.
In the meantime, we hope this month’s market report can bring a little positivity and some interesting food insights
to benefit you and your businesses, and your customers.

May 11th – Eat What You Want Day

May 29th – National Biscuit Day

Though this day might seem like it is celebrating gluttony
and bad eating habits, the intention behind it is to
emphasise that we should realise the importance of a
healthy diet all year round.

Brits eat 52 biscuits per second on average, so it makes
sense to have a day to celebrate this favourite tea-time
treat.
Both these days sound amazing, but who limits biscuits
to teatime?
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Potatoes
In mainland Spain, there was snow last week in Cullar
(Granada) and temperatures dipped to –6c in some of
the inland growing regions. The area around Cartagena
has had 16 inches of rain over the last four weeks and
70mm this week but warmer weather is on its way.

Cornwall – It has been a cool start to the month
with 10mm of rain, strong winds and almost freezing
temperatures. Varieties affected include Maris Peer.
Growth rates have been very slow but low volumes of
Arrow have been lifted.

The haulage industry in Spain is in chaos and there have
been reports of food shortages.

Pembroke – Earliest Rocket and Swift which were
touching poly cover were singed badly. Covers have been
kept on to protect the crop from 50mph winds. Planting
of varieties including Maris Peer but also Accord and
Premiere was continuing.

The area of Agria is expected to be similar but importers
are concerned that haulage issues which include long
delays at the Channel Tunnel may restrict exports to the
U.K.

The Midlands – Planting progress has been excellent and
some growers on the lightest soils have now finished.
The East – An isolated area of January planted Maris
Peer has been hit badly by wind damage but also by
frost. The earliest plantings of Maris Peer and Maris
Piper are just starting to show emergence with most
forward about “4% emerged”.

Potato Round Up
Jersey – It has been cold with temperatures down to 2c
and 3c overnight. Growth rates of the outdoor crop have
been disappointing, but the indoor crop is coming to
an end and lifting on the earliest cotils has had to start
to maintain supplies. The price is being kept at £2.75
per pound delivered. Apart from the low temperatures
which have caused some slight frost damage, there
have been strong winds that have battered the crop on
exposed sites. Volumes will be very light for the next
seven to ten days and will pick up through May.

West Essex – Planting has progressed well on medium
soils, but it has been too wet on the West Essex heavy
soils where some growers have not yet started.
Scotland – Two or three growers on the lightest soils
in the East have made rapid progress with planting but
there is very little planting elsewhere.
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Strawberries

Blueberries

After Easter, there should be good volumes of
strawberries as the weather has finally turned a corner
in Huelva.

After Easter, there are reports of good volumes of
blueberries, the same as strawberries. Read more about
Blueberries in the May Buyers Choice.

Glasshouse strawberries will be volatile due to the
growers not turning on the gas as it is too expensive so it
will need to be taken weekly.

Blackberries

Raspberries
It seems like every year growers plant fewer and fewer
raspberries as retailers want the best varieties and not
crop heavy varieties; this, in turn, has kept prices higher
for longer periods and the surplus oversupply gets
absorbed in the bigger value packs. There are fewer UK
raspberries throughout the season so the import line will
need to continue.

Blackberries have been problematic due to higher
flight costs and limited options. The USA has taken the
majority of Mexican/Guatemalan supply. Spanish will
start in May.

Citrus Fruit
We can expect Citrus fruit to increase in price, which is
typical as we move over from Spanish and Moroccan
fruit to the Southern Hemisphere from Peru and South
Africa. If the border control continues to have delays, it
will only push prices and availability further.
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Vegetables
Both red and white cabbage are now stored products
and prices have seen a rise. This will hike further once
the UK stored products are finished and we move onto
the larger Dutch imported product.
The previous heavy rainfall in Spain and the delays in
port, alongside the delays in Holland due to the Dutch
not heating their greenhouses, are keeping all the
Spanish vegetables and salads at a very high price. It
is expected to be the end of May before mainstream
Dutch produce comes into main season, due to the
rising energy costs, it has delayed the main crop by
approximately 6 weeks.

Salads
While we are waiting for the Netherlands to warm up
and start sending more produce over to the UK, we
thought it would be good to take a look at what they do.
The Netherlands might be a small country, but it’s the
second-largest exporter of agriculture in the world, after
the United States. In 2017, the Netherlands exported
$111 billion worth of agricultural goods, including $10
billion in flowers and $7.4 billion in vegetables.

The Netherlands is a leader in efficient and sustainable
agriculture – and the second-largest exporter of
agricultural goods in the world.
To feed 10 billion people by 2050 at the current level of
food production efficiency, we’d have to clear most of
the world’s forests.
Some of the Dutch suppliers use a hydroponic system
and geothermal energy to limit its impact on the
environment while maximizing yield.
Since 2011, some have been using geothermal energy
to heat their greenhouses, and the plants grow in a
hydroponic system to use less water.
The tomatoes are grown in small bags of Rockwool
substrate, made from spinning together molten basaltic
rock into fine fibres, which contains nutrients and allows
the plants to soak up water even when moisture levels
are low, meaning the plants use less water.

Force Majeure Products - Price Update
As mentioned above, a lot of Spanish salad and vegetable lines remain very high in price and in
some cases are simply not available. Suppliers are waiting to see how long it will take for new stock
to arrive and what product lines will actually be delivered. We will look to reduce pricing as soon as
market pressures allow.
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Blueberries

Blueberry Facts

Positively, there will be some good supply of
blueberries available after easter.

▶ One large handful of blueberries contains just 44
calories but has 2 grams of dietary fibre and 10%
of your daily recommended vitamin C content.

Blueberries have long been noted as extremely
healthy food and, with the most beneficial levels
of some nutrients available, they qualify as a
‘superfood’.
Notably, their contribution to cognitive and brain
function has been documented and blueberries
offer well-recognised benefits in reducing the
effects of dementia by halting cell damage, as well
as improving learning capacity and fine motor
skills. They act as an anti-inflammatory and reduce
brain stress by regulating blood sugar levels and
introducing anti-oxidants which also aid heart
function and cancer protection.
They are high in energy, vitamin C and
potassium and also possess notably quantities
of carbohydrates, calcium, vitamins A, B1, B2;
B3, B5 and E, and also contain iron, magnesium,
manganese, sodium and zinc.

▶ Blueberries ranked number one in antioxidant
health benefits in a comparison with more than
40 fresh fruits and vegetables.
▶ Blueberry is one of the only foods that are truly
naturally blue. The pigment that gives blueberries
their distinctive colour—called anthocyanin—
is the same compound that provides the
blueberry’s amazing health benefits.
▶ People have been eating blueberries for more
than 5,000 years.
▶ The blueberry (genus Vaccinium) is one of the
only commercially available fruits that are native
to North America.
▶ Blueberries were called “star-fruits” by North
American indigenous peoples because of the fivepointed star shape that is formed at the blossom
end of the berry.
▶ A single blueberry bush can produce as many as
6,000 blueberries per year.
▶ British Columbia is the largest highbush blueberry
growing region in the world. As a country, Canada
ranks third behind the US and Chile. Blueberries
are Canada’s most exported fruit.
▶ The silvery sheen, waxy epicuticular (or “bloom”)
found on the skin of blueberries is a naturally
occurring compound that helps protect the fruit.
This is why you should only wash blueberries
right before you’re going to eat them. The berries
should be stored in the refrigerator and will keep
fresh for up to 10 days.
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Milk

Costs & Prices on the Rise

Britain’s biggest retailer Tesco will increase the price
it pays for all its fresh milk by nearly 20% as suppliers
battle unprecedented levels of on-farm inflation.

The dairy sector has been hit with severe increases in
processing costs, including energy, labour, raw materials,
maintenance, storage and depreciation. These cost
increases came primarily from the sharp increase in
energy prices (gas and electricity) seen in Q4 2021,
and the cost of drying powders has been particularly
affected.

The group, which has a 27.4% share of Britain’s grocery
market, said the 520 British dairy farmers that makeup
Tesco’s Sustainable Dairy Group (TSDG) will see the
retailer pay them 40.84 pence a litre in May versus 34.16
pence a litre currently.

Prices for all key dairy products have been increasing
steadily so far this year, both on domestic and global
markets and it is expected this will continue until at least
late spring/early summer as supplies remain tight. UK
wholesale prices have continued to reach 5-year highs.

Eggs
The Russian National Union of Poultry Farmers has
submitted a letter to the Agricultural Ministry asking
to suspend the export of feed wheat, corn, soybean
meal, feed amino acids, vitamins, package, equipment,
and hatching eggs, citing concerns over the industry’s
stability amid the continuing war in Ukraine. Feed prices
continue to rocket and egg prices have followed. Every
week the egg price has increased and is expected to
increase further.
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Food and drink supply markets have been hit by widespread distribution problems and a spike in demand following
the return of out-of-home eating and drinking. On top of this, the war in Ukraine has had adverse effects on imports
and exports to the UK and the rest of Europe.

Beef

Lamb

GB deadweight cattle prices have continued to rise,
building on already record prices. This puts the measure
up over 30p compared to a year ago and 72p above the
five-year average.

Liveweight lamb prices increased again although auction
market throughputs were 19% more than during the
same period last year when numbers were on the tight
side following the UK’s departure from the EU. On the
other hand, deadweight lamb prices were steady to
slightly weaker towards the end of March.
Estimated slaughter was slightly stronger again, 21%
higher than the same period a year ago, again showing
relatively good availability. The combination of Easter
and Ramadan in April, both traditionally featuring lamb
on the menu, will increase demand.

Why are prices rising?
Labour, along with many other costs (including energy)
have been rising for some months, only made worse by
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The conflict has also
sent feed grain prices, which were also already high,
even higher.
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Pork
UK ex-farm feed wheat and feed barley prices have risen
sharply over March, following gains in the UK feed wheat
futures.
UK prices follow global price rises, rising in response
to the war between Russia and Ukraine. The market is
concerned about global grain availability. This season,
Russia and Ukraine were set to account for 29% of the
global wheat trade.
The EU Spec SPP (Standard Pig Price) has risen to and is
now above the 5-year average for this time of year by 2p.
Estimated slaughter also rose, indicating that we are
gradually processing the backlog of pigs, although
average weights are currently over 5kg heavier than this
time last year (meaning pigs have been kept on the farm
longer).

Energy and feed prices have continued to rise and
pig prices have failed to keep pace with the situation,
leading to greater losses. Continued (sometimes
regionally related) backlogs of pigs on farms, low
pig prices compared to the cost of production, and
increasing input prices, are resulting in very difficult
decisions for many pig producers due to their need
to continue managing their business risks and their
business cashflow.
Some producers have already decided to either
significantly reduce stock or stop pig production. This will
be driven by the individual farm situation and resources,
including the significance of pig production at a total
farm level and whether they have other enterprises or
diversification. This could lead to short or long-term
supply issues for UK-produced pork.
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Poultry
Again, the war in Ukraine means we have seen dramatic price increases and shortages throughout the poultry sector.
There are many factors as to why there have been increases and shortages. Firstly, Ukraine and Russia supply around
30% of the World’s wheat and grain exports, which has seen over a 30% increase in cost.
EU poultry production has been under pressure of late due to the Bird Flu outbreak towards the end of last year.
Millions of birds were subsequently culled, and supply has been tight while producers look to replenish their stocks.
The Polish Government have now reduced the exports of poultry, in favour of keeping what they have internal for
dispersal amongst their own population as well as the new refugees. Russia normally exports poultry to developing
world countries, which has now ceased. These countries are now looking to Europe for supply, and that is leading
to more pressure and additional strain on European and the rest of the World markets for poultry. The Netherlands
relied heavily on Ukraine for poultry products which are now no longer available. Poland is the largest poultry
exporter to the UK, accounting for 20% of all UK poultry imports.
Poultry was on weekly pricing but that has now changed to daily pricing. Due to the lack of imports, pressure is now
firmly placed on the UK market.

Poultry Products - Price Update
While we continue to hold prices for 30 days for our customers, we are now seeing poultry
wholesalers moving from weekly pricing to daily pricing, which reflects the volatility currently
witnessed in the market. Due to the lack of imports, pressure is now firmly placed on the UK
market. We hope for a change soon and we will continue to keep you updated.

Poultry Items
While we continue to hold prices for our customers, we are now seeing poultry wholesalers moving from
weekly pricing to daily pricing, which reflects the volatility currently witnessed in the market. Due to the
lack of imports, pressure is now firmly placed on the UK market. We hope for a change soon and we will
continue to keep you updated.
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