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idc Market Update – 1st May 2020 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 

Another difficult week has passed, but it feels like supply has steadied and 
albeit with some exceptions, prices reflect this.  

Certain products are still proving expensive because of either short supply or 
change in season. These currently include: 

• Broccoli
• Cauliflower
• Potatoes
• Apples
• Citrus fruits
• Cabbages
• Peppers

However, products that are currently great to buy, with both an affordable 
price and excellent quality for the season, include: 

• Grapes
• Cucumbers
• Tomatoes
• Courgette
• Aubergines
• Jersey Royals
• Asparagus

In addition to the wonderful Jersey Royal that we spoke about last week, 
asparagus is another excellent UK product that is coming into season now. 
Asparagus is dubbed the king of the vegetable world, because it transcends 
most veg and has spears that can grow up to 10cm in just one day. This 
vegetable has grown immensely in popularity in recent years and we are now 
at the start of the much-anticipated British asparagus season. 

Asparagus is a distant cousin of the onion, with a history that dates back over 
2,000 years. This vegetable is believed to have originated in eastern 
Mediterranean countries, with wild asparagus being found in Egypt and Africa 
that date back to similar times. It is widely accepted that a French variation of 
the vegetable made its way over the Channel and was first cultivated in the UK 
in the seventieth century. Over time this evolved into the asparagus that we 
know and love today.  
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Asparagus comes in three different colours: green, purple and white. Whilst 
green is the most common and popular colour in the UK, white and purple 
asparagus are now also more readily available. The green asparagus has the 
boldest flavour of the three colours and is grown above ground in direct 
sunlight. In contrast, the ghost-like colour of white asparagus is achieved by 
simply depriving it of sunlight; this type of asparagus has a milder flavour and is 
preferred in many European countries. White asparagus is often more 
expensive due to the more laborious farming process. Purple asparagus first 
came about in the Albenga region of Italy and has a nuttier, fruitier taste due to 
its higher sugar content. 

MEAT

Pork supplies continue to be tight whilst prices have gone up slightly since last 
week - although numbers are approximately 7,000 head below average for the 
week.

Beef remains the biggest concern with the imbalance of the carcase. Prices 
remain highly influenced by foodservice closures and there are no signs of the 
present situation changing. Mince, dicing and round cuts are tight this week, 
with short weeks previously they are still holding their upward pricing. Steaking 
meat is floundering, as in previous reports, concerns over processor revenues 
continue with possibilities of lesser production.

Beef slaughterings have improved slightly on the previous week but are still 
lower than normal.

Hogget prices remain unchanged, whilst new season lamb prices are up and 
continue to move in an upward direction. Throughput has increased from last 
week, however is still low for this season. Throughputs over the coming weeks 
would normally be expected to drop as the market switches from hoggets to 
new season lambs.

Poultry has finally stabilized with no movement from last week, again, as in last 
week’s report, change may happen if production is lowered.
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DAIRY & BAKERY 

Despite higher retail sales, overall demand for milk and all other dairy products 
in the UK is currently running around 2m litres per day lower than it was before 
the Covid-19 lockdown. This reduced demand comes from lower foodservice 
sales; in addition processors are still struggling to find a home for excess milk. 

During the spring in the UK, factory output is normally driven by processing 
capacity and milk supply rather than short-term demand. The only additional 
challenge for dairy processors during the first few weeks after lockdown has 
been the impact of staff absence. We should also be mindful that the 
processing capacity in the country relies on all factories running without 
incident. A site breakdown, particularly if repairs are difficult to source as a 
result of the lockdown, can significantly reduce processing capability and lead 
to an increased risk of excess milk needing to be disposed of. 

The government is still in negotiations with dairy farmers to see how they can 
help further with cash flow problems and speed up the Business Interruption 
Loan Scheme. These are very tough times for the dairy industry as we enter 
peak production. 

For most of our dairy supply partners it has been the same story for the whole 
of April with volumes on vehicles reducing every week and, in some cases, 
more and more drivers being furloughed. With the increases we have seen in 
milk and eggs, we could potentially see other dairy lines rising in the 
foreseeable future. We will continue to support the industry and our dairy 
suppliers, delivering the best option for our customers. 




