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idc Market Update – 17th April 2020 

 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 
Once again, as we are on the cusp of seasons and facing the Covid-19 issues, fruit 
and vegetables are proving to be very difficult in both supply and then of course, 
price. 

All produce from around the continent (Spain and Holland mainly) - broccoli, 
cauliflower, tomatoes, peppers, and courgettes are all unstable in supply and 
costly on the market. 

Similarly, UK potatoes and carrots are seeing a huge demand at the wrong time 
of the year (end of season) and are still very expensive. 

Most suppliers are unable to secure any sort of contract price and when they can, 
the price is massively inflated but at least more stable than paying market price.  

The good news is that, with the warm and dry weather we are seeing, farming, 
and growing of UK produce will start to gather pace and availability will shortly be 
followed by improved quality and steady prices. We are seeing some UK 
cauliflower, with main crop expected to be ready from early/mid-May. UK broccoli 
will be a bit later than the cauliflower, hopefully from the back end of May/Early 
June. 

 

MEAT 

Having two short weeks either side of the Easter break brings a few challenges, 
with abattoirs and cutting plants being closed. 

We have seen prices in the pork sector moving upwards, with the largest week on 
week increase since December - 15 % up on the same week last year. 

UK lamb has stabilised for now, but with spring lamb on the horizon the pricing 
should remain firm, possibly increasing when the old lamb vanishes, and the 
spring ones come in properly. Imported lamb from New Zealand is still strong 
and pricing going forward is moving upwards, due to China being back in the 
market and purchasing protein. 

The beef sector is a little more worrying; as in previous weeks we are still seeing a 
big carcass balance issue with the steaking products not being sold and the price 
being put into mince, dicing (25% increase over the last few weeks) and this week 
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into the round cuts, topside and silverside. The prices on these items are again up 
slightly from last week, with no real sign of coming back.  

Poultry has been a little more promising. Pricing has stabilised from the 25% 
increases seen a few weeks ago; coming back slightly at the end of last week. 
Although there has been a slight increase this week, we may be seeing some 
green shoots in this sector with industry sources saying there could be some less 
aggressive pricing from the producers, hopefully over the coming weeks. 

 

DAIRY & BAKERY 

During the last week there hasn’t been any real change in the UK dairy industry. 
We are still in a situation where the country needs to find a home for over 10.5 
million litres of milk a week that is usually supplied into foodservice and 
wholesale markets. Some of this milk volume can be taken to drying facilities but 
there are still farmers being told to dispose of milk or reduce the volume they 
supply by up to 5%.  

Most of our dairy supply partners are still experiencing some very hard times and 
a number of these suppliers have been forced to use the government-backed 
furlough scheme to lay drivers off during this difficult time. There are a lot of 
independent dairymen who are trying to expand doorstep deliveries, but this is 
proving harder to maintain then they first thought. In 2012 there were 14,500 dairy 
farmers in the UK; this year it’s being reported there are only 8,600. 

Egg prices are rising due to feed costs going up by 10% across the country, this is 
equivalent to around £25 a tonne. Processors have tried to redirect eggs that are 
normally supplied into the foodservice and hospitality sectors into retail. Whilst 
this is good for processors short term, animal feed is still rising which mean egg 
prices will increase over the next few weeks. Only last year an extra 220 million 
eggs were sold, so with Covid19 causing panic buying, the British egg council 
have said that retailers will struggle to fill their shelves. 

With all the uncertainty looking like it will continue for a number of weeks, the 
dairy industry is in for a very difficult time with prices going up almost on a 
weekly basis. Supporting the industry is our main focus and delivering the best 
option to our customers is what we will always try and do as a business. 


