
Fresh Produce
IDC Market Report 

Brassica’s - supply has 
balanced since the 
weather issues last 
summer in Lincolnshire. 

Great Buys This Month 

Total GB potato 
production is 4% more 
than last season however 
is still the fifth lowest on 
record. 

Distinct lack of carry-over 
stock from harvest 2018, 
coupled with difficult 
lifting conditions means 
we are likely to see a 
tightening of domestic 
potatoes for certain 
market sectors and this 
could further widen the 

quality driven gap 
in prices. 

Carrots – end of season 
with new crop ready from 
April/May – likewise for 
swede with the new UK 
season in Sept/Oct. 

Pineapple is in short 
supply since mid-January 
price increases. 

Unstable Spanish weather 
and storms in certain 
parts at the end of 2019 

have affected some 
produce. Mainly 
courgettes (green and 
yellow), red onions, 
tomatoes on vine and 
some soft fruits including 
blackberries. 

Avocados - Columbian/
Chilean have finished and 
we are on the shoulder of 
Spanish and Israeli from 
now until Peruvian start in 
May. 

Produce to buy with care 

March 2020 

Peas and broad beans 
Spanish season has started 
and will be with us until the 
UK season starts in June. 

Prices have eased for 
both Spanish and UK 
supply of cauliflower and 
broccoli. 

Spanish onions (not red), 
cucumbers, iceberg 
lettuce and strawberries 
are steady in supply and 
market price has eased.  
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Meat & Poultry 
IDC Market Report 

Prime prices hold their ground 
• All prime average prices have 

remained steady with a slight 
increase on heifers. Industry reports 
suggest there is some export 
demand now which is helping to 
absorb some of the current kill 
which is up on the previous week. 

• Forequarter cut pricing remains 
high with demand for these cuts 
high, as to be expected this time of 
year. 

• Beef Imports were down 23% and 
exports up 23% over the last 12 
months. 

Beef 
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Pork 
Pork Prices Remain Firm 
• Defying the usual seasonal trend EU-spec SPP had a small 

increase reaching its highest level since September 2017. 

• The number of pigs slaughtered last week is 4% up on the same 
week last year, continuing the high throughput so far this year is 
also 4% higher than 2019. 

• Prices look to remain firm and 
rising dependent on the 
situation in China and other Far 
Eastern countries whilst they try 
to alleviate the shortages of pork 
through the effects that the 
African Swine Flu is having on 
the region. 



Lamb 

Poultry 
The outlook for poultry is stable 
• Pricing remains stable but firm, again 

depending on the situation in Far Eastern 
countries with their demand for protein. 
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Meat & Poultry 
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Significant increase in liveweight lamb price 
• Liveweight SQQ Lamb rose sharply again up 15% since the first week in 

January and above the 5-year average, pricing is set to continue to rise with 
the forecast of fewer imports. 

• Throughput was also up 5% on the 
week previous which brings it to a 
normal level for this time of year. 

• Slaughterings were 9,000 lower 
than the previous week but 26,000 
up on previous week a year ago. 

• Exports are up from the U.K 
although dropping to France & 
Germany the largest takers of U.K 
Lamb, this has been more than 
offset with increases in shipments 
to smaller destinations. 

• Imports are still down due to the 
drop-in shipments from New 
Zealand. 
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Dairy 
IDC Market Report 
Dairy prices steadily rising 
• Although raw milk prices have trended 

down due to good availability, other 
external cost increases have put pressure 
on prices over the last few months and 
these will rise in March . 

• The butter market has had some 
downward pressure due to currency, but 
with limited trading taking place, the net 
impact on the average price is small. 

• SMP prices have been climbing steadily for 
some time, and marginally moved up again 
in January.  
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Butter/Cheese 
During February the Butter and Cheese 
market both proved fairly quiet meaning 
prices remained static. There is some 
pressure on prices due to currency, but 
with limited trading taking place, any price 
moves have been minimal. 

Eggs 
There is no reported rises in egg prices so 
far in the first quarter of 2020, this is partly 
due to prices rising 3.2% in quarter 3 of 
2019. The UK is about 86% self- sufficient for 
its total egg requirement but could be fully 
self-sufficient as there has been huge 
growth in flocks over the last couple of 
years to reflect rising demand. 

Bakery 
The UK’s Bakery Market is set to rise in 
2020 by 9%, most of this rise is due 
criticism of breakfast cereals for having 
a higher than average sugar content. 
Given the choice customers will select 
products perceived to be lower in sugar 
if they are confident the taste will be 
unaffected. 
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